WOODEN CROSS

From the

| saw this article in our Synod
newsletter and thought it was not
only a good reminder about the
importance of youth ministry, but
confirmation of all the money
and support Wooden Cross
directs towards our

0As | have
our synod over the past nine years, | have
discovered a crisis in our churches. No, it
has nothing to do with resolutions of the
2009 churchwide
have to do with the economy, either, at
least not directly. The crisis in our synod is
in youth ministry.

It really caught my attention in this
past month as | withessed the resignations
and layoffs of four more Youth Ministers.
Some were moving on to other things partly
because of low pay and lack of support for
their wor k, S o0ome
because of budget cuts. When
congregations identify youth ministry as a
priority in their self understanding but
make it the lowest priority in the budget,
there is an inconsistency. Maybe you have
observed that inconsistency.

If your church has a healthy, effective
ministry to families, children and youth, you
have some things to teach the rest of
us. You ar e
mainline congregations which have
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experienced a decline in youth
attendance, and concomitantly,
in youth ministry.

Even as early as 1996 George
Barna, in hisindex of Leading
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what congregational members
believe are the things they do best
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A synod wide vision for youth
ministry is a place to start. What that
requires is that all people who care
about the future of the church, the faith
of our young people and life in the
northwest come together to describe a
vision, chart a course and commit to
make the priority of youth ministry more
than a wistful longing or an immobilizing
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is a problem. | believe it is a crisis.
Some might like to lay this all at the x
a s s e meet of youttn miristels,tbutd bedeyenis t x
belongs to all of us. Youth ministers are *
seldom in a position to set the *
congregationds polic "“* x yout
and usually work with various images of
what the congregation member expects.
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Qmmer Schedule
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Our Summer Worship
Schedule will be from June 6
through September 5. The two
communion worship services will
be at9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.

The Ott Walk

Did you see the new landscaping rocks/steps that
lead to our upper lot? Thanks to the Green Team for
coming up with the idea and a big thanks to Tabor
Teachout for coordinating the projectWe plan to get a
lot more use out of the steps and the outdoor worship

Ray Ott was a true conservationist. He was a
passionate believer in reusing, repurposing, and
recycling. He abhorred waste and as a result, all that
Ray owned was on it's second life, and often on it's third
or fourth life.

Ray grew up on a farm in the little German Lutheran
town of Russellville, Missouri.When he wasn't working
the farm, he was exploring the streams and woods
nearby. His passion for nature, and the deep desire to
preserve the environment was instilled in him at a
young age. Well ahead of their time, the Ott family used
only natural, organic farming methods, relying on and

encouraging the native birds
and turtles to eliminate
pests.

Ray Ott was Michelle
Billmaier's beloved father.
In his honor and memory,

dedicated.
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Outdoor Service
BBQ & Potluck
Please join us
for our second
outdoor summer
service on Sunday,
August 1, 10:30.
The worship servic
will be outdoors in
our upper lot (overflow parking area) surrounded by
trees, birds and a babbling swale.

A BBQ and potluck picnic hosted by the Mission Trip
families will follow the service at 11:30 AM.
Hamburgers, hotdogs and beverages and, of course,
root beer floats will be provided. Please bring a side
dish to share and a chair.
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Education HouiSed May).........cccceeeeeeeeenrsonm 9:15AM
Pastor........ccccooeeeevvivis s e e eeennnnn.. MO0y Carlsgn
Secretary / Bookkeeper..................... Kathy Corneloup
OrganiSt........coovviiiiiiiiiet e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeanenm Seung Le
Choir DIFeCLOL.......cceevviiiiiieee e Dennis Kru

Leslie Gilbertson
Leslie Gilbertson
..Malia Johnsan

Youth Director...........coecvvvveeen.
Youth Band Directar...............uevns
Handbell Directar...

Altar Guild.. e ———— 111111 Sherry Kimball
k ¢ Sunday School Coordinatar................... Jody Rutledge
Sunday School Coordinatar.............. Kristen Berendsgén




