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leaving us to our own devices to face this on our own, 

instead chooses to join with us and provide to us 

that which we cannot provide for ourselves. Jesus 

becomes for us God’s answer to the fact that life 

is for us hard. Jesus coming among us then 

becomes for us hope. Jesus is our hope and 

light in the darkness.  

Jesus is for you and me and anyone we can think of 

and even those we never think of… light and hope. 

I cannot claim that this will bring you to a point of 

bursting over with joy, but I would invite you to dwell 

with this thought in this coming new year and see what 

God does through this truth in you. To know that God 

has decided to be FOR you and not against you… to 

forgive you your shortcomings and rebellions… to 

become comfort when all is darkness… to join you in 

suffering… to lift your head and raise you up out of 

shame and guilt… to bring you to dancing with joy in the 

Over the last few weeks in preparing for Christmas 

services I once again found myself reading Martin 

Luther’s series of Christmas sermons. In one he 

spends some time wondering why he himself 

doesn’t have his heart burst to overflowing in joy 

at the mere thought of Jesus’ birth. It’s a 

powerful question to sit with. 

Over the year’s I too have at times wondered why it 

is that churches (or maybe more accurately “church 

goers”) are not bursting over with joy at the thought 

that God has chosen to dwell with us, save us, redeem 

us, forgive us… this is truly GREAT news yet to look at 

us sometimes it’s like we have been sucking green 

persimmons. What is the disconnect I wonder? We who 

have the most reason to be running over with joy are 

the very one’s among whom joy seems to be in 

shortage. I see it in me and I see it among the 

congregations I love… I don’t really get it. 

Since crossing paths with this question of Luther’s, 

I have been listening more closely to the story of Jesus 

coming. I am listening more closely to the fact that the 

angels brightened the sky and in uncontrollable joy 

sang God’s praises to lowly shepherds… I am listening 

closely to how it is Gabriel who reminds Mary ad Joseph 

both to not be afraid and to take heart… I am listening 

closely to how God moves the stars about to guide 

those who come seeking…  

Life is hard often. That is a simple truth that I’m 

fairly sure is universal. We are mortal and we are 

limited and both of these create for us anxieties in our 

relationships and households and professions and 

confessions. God knows this truth and instead of 

Continued on page 2. 
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Church .................................................................................... 425-788-3626  

Office Hours .................................................. MON-THU, 7:30 AMð3:00 PM  

Church Email ........................................................... w.cross@frontier.com  

Pastor Email ............................................................ revericg@hotmail.com 

Website ..................................................... www.woodencrosslutheran.org 
 

Community Prayer .......................................................................... 9:00 AM 

Sunday Worship & Childrenõs Church: .....................................  10:00 AM 
 

Pastor ........................................................................................... Eric Griffith 

Secretary / Bookkeeper ....................................................... Kathy Corneloup 

Organist ........................................................................................ Seung Lee 
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Ensemble Band ............................................................ Ensemble Musicians 

Altar Guild ............................................................................... Sherry Kimball 
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C o u n c i l   

Doug Pearman ........................................... President 

Sherman Johnson .............................. Vice President 

Jone Vrhel ................................................... Secretary 

Peter Marschalk ......................................... Treasurer 

Mike Gaylord .................................. Council Member 

Gary Seagraves .............................. Council Member 

Blaine Wastell ................................ Council Member 

Tracie Lindgren Rakus ................... Council Member 

Peg Jessen ..................................... Council Member 

Sue Viebrock .................................. Council Member 

2019 Stewardship  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Letõs accept our freedom to give generously, 

and our responsibility to be good stewards of 

all Godõs gifts. 

2019 Local Giving Budget 

Weekly Average Goal:  $4,451 
 

NOV Week 1: $3,375 

 Week 2:    $3,067  

 Week 3: $4,105 

 Week 4: $8,729 

   $19,276 

 Weekly Average:  $4,819 

 

DEC Week 1: $3,340 

 Week 2:    $3,865 

 Week 3: $3,933 

   $11,138 

 Weekly Average:  $3,713 

Thank you! 

presence of your enemies… to wake in you the songs of praise 

that can no longer be contained… THIS IS OUR WITNESS!!!! That in 

Jesus, the Christ, God’s chosen One, God acts and makes all 

things new… oh what glorious good news this truly is!!! 

This past year has been a fairly dark one for many, myself 

included… but over these last few weeks by listening again to the 

story of Jesus’ birth I am seeing a light flickering that darkness 

cannot extinguish. I encourage you all to listen as well and dwell 

with the Good News that Christ is born for us and lives with us and 

is indeed full of mercy and grace. Mercy and grace that is FOR 

you! 

May this New Year find you dwelling deeply in God and may 

Jesus be for you your light and your hope! 

Peace 

revEric 

P a s t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e  
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The Wooden Cross Handbell Choir 

is restarting and bell ringers are 

needed. The choir will rehearse on 

Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:00 PM.   

If you have any questions, or are interested in 

being part of the handbell choir, please  contact Linda 

Rubel, 206-940-8267 or Jone Vrhel, 425-205-1636. 

H a n d b e l l  C h o i r  

S h a r e  Y o u r  V o i c e !  

Why not add more music in 

your life?  Consider joining the 

choir!  The Wooden Cross Choir 

rehearses on Thursday evenings 

from 7:30-8:30 PM.   All voices 

welcome!  

—Dennis Kruse, Choir Director 

M i d - W e e k  B i b l e  

S t u d y  

God calls us to grow in faith.  Pr. 

Eric will lead a morning gathering for 

those who would like to spend time 

listening for God through scripture.       

A book of the Bible is selected to 

read and study together over the span a however 

many gatherings seem right to give it full exploration.  

Members and friends are invited to grow in their 

relationships with God.   

Join us Wednesday mornings!  Come as you are 

able—no prior knowledge expected or required. The 

study sessions are 10:00-11:30 AM.  Bring a willing 

heart. We will till the soil. God brings the growth.   

U k u l e l e  G r o u p  

You are invited to play in the new 

Ukulele Group at Wooden Cross on 

Thursday evenings, 5:30-6:30 PM.   

This is a fun, non-performing 

music group.  You do not need any 

experience, nor the ability to read music.  The ukulele 

is an easy-to-play instrument.  Bring your uke and join 

us, we will have a few extra ukuleles available.  

Contact:  Bonnie Madsen. 
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The Wooden Cross Quilter’s Group 

will be stitching on Thursday evenings, 

6:30-7:30 PM.  We will be sewing quilts 

for Lutheran World Relief.  Bring your 

sewing machine, or just come and help cut and 

assemble fabric.  Fellowship and crafts go great 

together! 

Q u i l t e r ’ s  G r o u p  

As we prepare for the 

Super Bowl Festivities, the 

youth of our nation are 

gearing up for Souper Bowl of 

Caring on Sunday, February 

3.  It all began with a simple prayer:  “Lord, even as 

we enjoy the Super Bowl game, help us be mindful of 

those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

The youth took the prayer said by Reverend Brad 

Smith of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, South Carolina in 1989, and turned 

Souper Bowl of Caring into a nationwide initiative to 

mobilize teens to fight hunger and poverty.    

Scouts from Troop #422 challenge you to be part 

of our “team” to stamp out hunger!  Our goal is to fill 

the shelves at the Maltby Food Bank!  We need you, 

to bring your “A” game by donating non-perishable 

food items or monetary donations.   

So now it is time for you to gear up and make the 

big play in support of those in need!  Thank you for 

participating in this team effort!  Thank you! 

I t ’ s  T i m e  t o   

T a c k l e  H u n g e r !  

 Mark your calendar for the 

next Blood Drive on Tuesday, 

January 15, 1:00—7:00 PM at 

Cottage Lake Presbyterian Church in Woodinville. 

B l o o d  D r i v e  
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2018 New and Continuing Elected Council 

and Committee Members will be commissioned at 

the worship service on Sunday, January 27.  

C o m m i s s i o n i n g  

S e r v i c e  

The Annual 

Workshop for ALL 2018 

Council & Committee 

Members will be Saturday, 

January 26, 9:00—11:00 AM.   

Please do everything possible to 

adjust your schedules to attend this workshop.   

New Council and Committee Members for 2018 

will appreciate the attendance and participation of 

continuing leaders, which is essential for a smooth 

transition into our 2018 ministries and mission 

year.   

The workshop is also an opportunity for council 

and committees to meet and briefly review roles, 

responsibilities and direction, set meeting times, 

and appoint chairpersons and council liaisons.   

C o u n c i l  &  

C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r  

W o r k s h o p  

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

N o t i c e  

 By Constitution the 

Church Council announces 

this public notice of the 

Wooden Cross Annual 

Meeting on Sunday, 

January 20.   

The Annual Brunch will start at approximately 

11:00 AM (immediately after the worship service).  

The Annual Meeting will begin after the brunch.   

We encourage you to attend this important 

annual event.  This is our family remembrance and 

celebration time!  It is also our time to elect our 

Parish Family Leaders.  You are missed when not 

present. 

The agenda for the Annual Meeting is prepared 

by the Executive Committee (Officers) and the 

Church Council, in accordance with the 

Constitution.  The agenda shall be posted at least 

30 days prior to the meeting and closed 10 days 

prior to the meeting.   

At this date, the agenda will include: 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Secretary’s Report  

3. Elections for Council Officers, Council & 

Committee Members 

4. Pastor’s Report 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

6. Ministry and Mission Committees Reports 

7. President’s Report 

8. Adoption of 2019 Budget 

9. Resolutions   

10. Election Results 

11. Recognitions 

12. Benediction 

The Annual Report will be available at Church 

on Sunday, January 13, and from the Church Office 

during the week prior to the Annual Meeting, on 

Sunday, January 20. 

Bring the family and join us 

for a Annual Meeting & Brunch 

on Sunday, January 20.  The 

Brunch, hosted by the Church 

Council, will be immediately 

after the Worship Service.  The 

Business Meeting will follow the brunch. 

We look forward to seeing at the brunch and at 

the Annual Meeting.    

—Wooden Cross Council 

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

P o t l u c k  
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Please consider donating your 

used clothing to help the homeless in 

Seattle.  Donations of jeans, shirts, 

socks, etc. as well as hotel toiletries 

are most appreciated.   

Items may be placed in the clothing collection box 

in the church narthex.  John and Mary Mathers 

regularly deliver the collected items to Central 

Lutheran in Seattle.  Thanks for your support and 

clothing.   Visit:  http://www.communitylunch.org/ for 

more information on Central Lutheran’s donation 

program.     

C l o t h i n g  

C o l l e c t i o n  

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
 ñ

 G
R

O
W

 ñ
 S

E
R

V
E

 

Wooden Cross members and 

friends  serve monthly meals at Camp 

Unity.  Wooden Cross will be providing 

and serving dinner to Camp Unity 

residents in January (date to be 

announced.)  

If you’d like to bring food and/or help serve, 

please sign up at church.  Please bring your food to 

Wooden Cross by 4:45 PM.  If you are volunteering 

to serve, please meet at Wooden Cross at 5:00 PM 

to carpool to Camp Unity.  Thank you to everyone 

who supports this effort.  

C a m p  U n i t y  D i n n e r  

Many thanks to Wooden 

Cross members and friends who 

donated food and took tags from 

the Giving Tree to share the 

hope and joy of Christmas with 

those in need.  Your holiday generosity resulted in:   

} Two deliveries of groceries to the Maltby Food 

Bank. 

} Armloads of gifts for children and youth served by 

HopeLink.   

} $600.00 was donated for music memory supplies 

for the elderly at Foss Home and Village.   

} $730.00 was collected for meat certificates, plus 

a Thrivent Grant for several new warm blankets to 

serve the women and children in transitional 

housing at Acres of Diamonds, Duvall.   

} Several individual donations for ELCA Good Gifts 

meeting personal needs that support life in the 

U.S. and worldwide.   

Your sharing and generosity is appreciated by 

many people of all ages!   May your gifts of love be a 

blessing not only to others, but also to you during the 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons.     

ñChristian Response Committee 

M a n y  T h a n k s !  

Bring a friend and join us 

for our strength and fitness 

c l a s s e s  o n  M o n d a y 

mornings, 9:00—10:00 AM.   

The core, strength enhancing, and cardio 

exercises are designed to help improve flexibility 

and strength.  The cost is $7.00 per class.  Come, 

have fun and workout with us.  Strength and fitness 

classes are sponsored in part by the Christian 

Connection Committee. Contact: Bonnie Madsen at 

bonniema@mac.com. 

S t r e n g t h   

&  F i t n e s s   

Volunteers are needed on 

Sunday, January 6, immediately 

following Faith formation time, to 

take down and put away the 

Christmas tree, decorations and 

lights.   

Many volunteers make the task fun and fast.  

Thank you for helping. 

C h r i s t m a s  D é c o r   

T a k e  D o w n  

http://www.communitylunch.org/
mailto:bonniema@mac.com
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E L C A  S p o t l i g h t :  

Y o u r  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  a t  W o r k  

Foss Home has been serving seniors in North Seattle 

since 1929, "transforming lives with dignity and grace."  

Foss provides assisted living, post-acute rehabilitation, 

long-term care and memory support that promote 

healthcare, quality of life, dignity and respect.   

This organization, affiliated with the Lutheran Church, 

is located in North Seattle’s Broadview neighborhood and 

has grown with the needs of the area.  It now serves over 

700 residents and their families each year through its 

programs, as it helps residents recover from surgery, injury 

or illness.  A team of physical therapists, occupational 

therapists and speech language pathologists help folks 

return home as soon as possible.   

Wooden Cross donations to the Christmas Giving Tree 

for Foss Home's Music & Memory Program are about 

bringing added joy into the lives of people suffering from 

Alzheimer’s, other forms of dementia, and a wide range of 

cognitive and physical impairments.  Our gifts allow a 

F o s s  H o m e :  A  W o o d e n  C r o s s   

C h r i s t m a s  G i v i n g  T r e e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  

personalized music program to be set up for an individual.  

Musical favorites can reawaken memories not lost to 

dementia, and may enable the participant to converse, 

socialize, be present in the moment, and engage with 

those around them.  

Elder care professionals say that the Music and 

Memory Program can be life-changing. Individuals can 

become more cooperative, attentive and willing to accept 

care.  At the same time, the music brightens moods, 

boosts staff morale and allows the staff to be more person

-centered.  

Foss Home thanks those at Wooden Cross who 

generously filled an envelope from the Giving Tree that the 

Music and Memory program in this care facility might 

thrive.   

Join us for two Wooden Cross discussions about "Re-

Membering Ourselves as Neighbors in Faith with Muslims" 

in the Pacific Northwest.  This is a continuation of the 

discussion begun in September with Pr. Terry Kyllo of 

Neighbors in Faith, an ELCA Northwest Washington Synod 

ministry.   

On two Sundays—January 27 and February 10--we will 

join together at 11:15 AM to view a short DVD produced 

by the ELCA to help us better understand Islam as a faith.  

Islam and Christianity will be the focus on Sunday, January 

27, and Women in Islam will be the focus for February 10.   

A deeper understanding by Wooden Cross members is 

meant to help us as Christians better understand Islam 

and the Muslims with whom we learn, work and build 

strong communities so together we might promote a more 

peaceful world.   

I s l a m  &  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

F a i t h  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  

You are invited to join advocates for Faith Action 

Network's (FAN) Interfaith Advocacy Day on Thursday, 

February 14 in Olympia.  

This is a day for members of the ELCA to join 400 or 

500 others who come together to speak on behalf of 

those who most need legislative changes that reflect 

compassion.  Annually, this is a day when Lutherans are 

first trained and then stand with others to speak to 

legislators from our own districts on behalf of people who 

need a voice for them in the halls of government. 

On Interfaith Advocacy Day, you will be able to:  Join 

workshops that will break down the issues on FAN’s 2019 

Legislative Agenda; Learn current best practices on how to 

advocate in today’s legislature; Prepare for briefings and 

hearings with advocates from your legislative district; 

Meet with your legislator!  

Once you register, FAN will set up an appointment for 

you and others from your district.  Register online at:  

http://fanwa.org/interfaith-advocacy-day/ 
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Woody on Vacation:  January 15
-17 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

         
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

1 
  
   
  
 

 

New Year 
Holiday! 

Office Closed. 

2 
No Acorn Montessori   
No  
Adult Bible Study 
   
 
 
 
  

3 
No Acorn 
Montessori   
 
5:30p  
Ukulele Practice 
6:30p  
Quilterôs Group 
7:30p Choir 

4 
No Acorn 
Montessori   
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
   
  
  
 
  
 
  

6                 

  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Fellowship Time  

(__________) 
11:00  Christmas Décor   

Take Down 
 
  

7 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness 
 
  
 
7-9 p Scout PLC Mtg 
7:00p AA 

8 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:30a  
Ecumenical  
Womenôs Group 
 
3:00p Handbell Choir 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  

9 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
  
  
 
7:00P  
CHURCH COUNCIL 

10 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
  
 
5:30p  
Ukulele Practice 
6:30p  
Quilterôs Group 
7:30p Choir 

11 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori 
 
 
 

  
 
  
 

12 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13   Annual Reports Available              

  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Fellowship Time  

(Property Comm.) 
11:45a Worship Committee 
 

  
 

 

14 
8-3:30  Acorn 
Montessori   
9:00a Strength & 
Fitness   
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p AA 

15 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori  
1:00-7:00p  
Blood Drive   
Cottage Lake Pres. 
3:00p Handbell Choir 
7:00p  
Womenôs Discussion 
at Schuldt home 
7-9 p Boy Scouts  

16 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
  
  
 
  
   
 

17 
8-3:30  Acorn 
Montessori   
5:30p Ukulele 

Practice 
6:30p Quilterôs 

Group 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7:30p Choir 
 
 

18 
8-3:30  Acorn 
Montessori   
 
  
 
 
 
  

19 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  
 

  
  

20 
  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Annual Brunch   
12:00 Annual Meeting   
  
FEB NEWS Article Due! 
  

21 
Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Holiday.   
Office Closed. 
 
No Acorn Montessori   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness   
 
7:00p AA 

22 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori  
 
3:00p Handbell Choir 
 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  

23 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
   
 
 
 
  

24 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
  
  
5:30p  
Ukulele Practice 
6:30p  
Quilterôs Group 
7:30p Choir 

25 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   

26 
9:00-10:30a 
Council & 
Committee 
Workshop 
 
  

27        Installation of Council  
Commissioning of 

Committees 

  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Fellowship Time  

(Finance Team) 
11:15 Discover Islam  

DVD & Discussion 
3:00p Sidlinger Violin Recital 

28  
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness 
 
7:00p Cascadia 
Parish Mtg 
7:00p AA 

29 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori  
 
3:00p Handbell Choir 
 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  

30  
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 

31 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
  
5:30p  
Ukulele Practice 
6:30p  
Quilterôs Group 
7:30p Choir 
 

    
  

 


