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oneõs conscience when it falls to the òother sideó of 

something others feel to be normative, right, or true. 

It is not òifó this kind of divergence will happen, 

but more so òwhen.ó  

What I wonder is when these kind of 

divisions occur, what will be our way through 

them? Will our path be one of love, desiring 

reconciliation, or will it be one of rift and irreconcilable 

division? Godõs people throughout history have plenty of 

examples to refer to down both of these pathways. 

Together we have both the blessings and the scars that 

come about from having made particular choices when 

faced with moments of divisions due to conscience and 

conviction.  

Wooden Cross as a congregation is a gathering of 

those with deeply held convictions that are anything but 

uniform. My hope and expectation (and even òfaithó) is 

Dearest friends in Christ, 

Jesus once told his followers that he came ònot 

to bring peace, but a swordó and in truth Iõve never 

been wholly comfortable with this aspect of his 

life, ministry, and proclamation. I get ité but Iõm 

not comfortable with the ramifications of this 

truth. 

Following Jesus will place us at odds with others 

due to differences in values, habits, practices and 

norms. It is simply real that as Jesus begins to mold us 

through the power of the Spirit, we are brought to 

places where we will find ourselves either in strange 

company or perhaps even more painfully real, standing 

seemingly alone in a place where those around us think 

there to be something fundamentally wrong with us for 

standing with peculiar convictions or values, at odds 

with the prevailing culture around us. This happens in 

families, among neighbors, between generations, in 

workplaces and educational institutions, and even 

within churches.  

Following Jesus, being shaped by the Holy Spirit, 

becoming a person who seeks first the kingdom of God 

will create in us a series of commitments that mold how 

we interact with one another and the world around us. 

Some things will be taken on, being freed by Christ to 

do so.  Other things we will attempt to resist or leave 

undone because we perceive it to be faithful to do so.     

I suspect this is what Luther experienced as he 

critiqued the prevailing religious and cultural norms of 

his dayé I suspect this is what anyone might 

experience when they stand in a place under conviction 

to Godõs Word in scripture, or even simply the core of 

Continued on page 5 
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2019 Stewardship  

  
 
 
 
 
 

Letõs accept our freedom to give generously, 

and our responsibility to be good stewards of 

all Godõs gifts. 

2019 Local Giving Budget 

Weekly Average Goal:  $4,451 
 

DEC Week 1: $2,990 

 Week 2:    $4,131  

 Week 3: $5,139 

 Week 4: $14,942  

 Week 5: $10,330  

   $37,532  

 Weekly Average:  $7,506 

 

JAN Week 1: $4,093 

 Week 2:    $2,495 

 Week 3: $3,021 

   $9,609 

 Weekly Average:  $3,203 

The Annual Leadership 

Workshop for 2019 Council & 

Committee Members will be Saturday, 

February 2, 9:00ñ10:20 AM. Please do 

everything possible to adjust your schedules and 

attend this workshop.   

New Council and Committee Members for 2019 will 

appreciate the attendance and participation of continuing 

leaders, which is essential for a smooth transition into our 2019 

ministries and mission year.   

The workshop is also an opportunity for council and 

committees to meet and briefly review roles, responsibilities and 

direction, set meeting times, and appoint chairpersons and 

council liaisons.   

A n n u a l  L e a d e r s h i p  

W o r k s h o p  
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The Wooden Cross Handbell Choir 

is restarting and bell ringers are 

needed. The choir will rehearse on 

Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:00 PM.   

If you have any questions, or are interested in 

being part of the handbell choir, please  contact Linda 

Rubel, 206-940-8267 or Jone Vrhel, 425-205-1636. 

H a n d b e l l  C h o i r  

S h a r e  Y o u r  V o i c e !  

Why not add more music in 

your life?  Consider joining the 

choir!  The Wooden Cross Choir 

rehearses on Thursday evenings 

from 7:30-8:30 PM.   All voices 

welcome!  

ñDennis Kruse, Choir Director 

U k u l e l e  G r o u p  

You are invited to play in the new 

Ukulele Group at Wooden Cross on 

Thursday evenings, 5:00-6:30 PM.   

This is a fun, non-performing 

music group.  You do not need any 

experience, nor the ability to read music.  The ukulele 

is an easy-to-play instrument.  Bring your uke and join 

us, we will have a few extra ukuleles available.  

Contact:  Bonnie Madsen. 
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As we prepare for the 

Super Bowl Festivities, the 

youth of our nation are gearing 

up for Souper Bowl of Caring 

on Sunday, February 3!   

It all began with a simple prayer:  òLord, even as 

we enjoy the Super Bowl game, help us be mindful of 

those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.ó 

The youth took the prayer said by Reverend Brad 

Smith of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, South Carolina in 1989, and turned 

Souper Bowl of Caring into a nationwide initiative to 

mobilize teens to fight hunger and poverty.    

Scouts from Troop #422 challenge you to be part 

of our òteamó to stamp out hunger!  Our goal is to fill 

the shelves at the Maltby Food Bank!  We need you, 

to bring your òAó game by donating non-perishable 

food items or monetary donations.   

So now it is time to gear up and make the big 

play in support of those in need!  Thank you for 

participating in this team effort!  Thank you! 

I t ô s  T i m e  t o  

T a c k l e  H u n g e r !  

Scout Sunday is a day to 

recognize the contributions 

of young people and adults 

in the Scouting program.   

Scout Sunday will be celebrated Sunday,     

February 3 during the worship service.  Lori Hudson is 

coordinating Boy and Girl Scouts to help at this 

special service and during the Fellowship Hour.  If you 

can help, please contact Lori at 425-483-6392, or 

email her at lorihula@hotmail.com.   

All past and present Scoutersñadults and young 

peopleñare encouraged to wear their uniforms or 

scouting pins in support of Scout Sunday.  

S c o u t  S u n d a y !  

Family, friends and neighbors 

are invited to enjoy an evening of 

music and fellowship with several 

Woodinville area church choirs 

at the Northshore Interfaith Choir 

Festival.   

This yearõs festival will be Sunday, February 24 at 

7:00 PM  at Bear Creek United Methodist Church in 

Woodinville.  A reception will follow the  program.  

Please bring a non-perishable food donation for 

HopeLink. 

Sponsored by the Northshore Interfaith  

Cluster of Religious Communities  

I n t e r f a i t h  C h o i r  

F e s t i v a l  
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The Wooden Cross Quilterõs Group 

will be stitching on Thursday evenings, 

6:30-7:30 PM.  We will be sewing quilts 

for Lutheran World Relief.  Bring your 

sewing machine, or just come and help cut and 

assemble fabric.  Fellowship and crafts go great 

together! 

Q u i l t e r ô s  G r o u p 

The Annual Wooden Cross 

Garage Sale is around the 

corner.  (March date to be 

announced).  And itõs time to 

start planning.  You are invited to join us for the 

Garage Sale Kickoff Meeting on Sunday, February 3 at 

11:15 AM.   

We will soon begin collecting garage sale items 

and storing them in the prayer classroom and attic.    

It would help if smaller items were brought in a box or 

container with a lid that can be closed and stacked.   

Proceeds from the Garage Sale will support 

Wooden Cross missions, ministries and projects.         

A Thrivent Action Team Grant will assist us with these 

care ministries and servant projects.  

Volunteers are needed.  If youõd like to help, 

please sign up in the narthex the next time you are at 

Church.  Thank you!   

ñPeg Jessen, Coordinator 

A n n u a l  

G a r a g e  S a l e !  

Please consider donating your 

used clothing to help the homeless in 

Seattle.  Donations of jeans, shirts, 

socks, etc. as well as hotel toiletries 

are most appreciated.   

Items may be placed in the clothing collection box 

in the church narthex.  John and Mary Mathers 

regularly deliver the collected items to Central 

Lutheran in Seattle.  Thanks for your support and 

clothing.   Visit:  http://www.communitylunch.org/ for 

more information on Central Lutheranõs donation 

program.     

C l o t h i n g  

C o l l e c t i o n  

M i d - W e e k  B i b l e  

S t u d y  

God calls us to grow in faith.        

Pr. Eric will lead a morning 

gathering for those who would like 

to spend time listening for God 

through scripture.  A book of the 

Bible is selected to read and study together over the 

span a however many gatherings seem right to give it 

full exploration.  Members and friends are invited to 

grow in their relationships with God.   

Join us Wednesday mornings!  Come as you are 

ableñno prior knowledge expected or required. The 

study sessions are 10:00-11:30 AM.  Bring a willing 

heart. We will till the soil. God brings the growth.   

Wooden Cross members and friends  

serve monthly meals at Camp Unity.  

Wooden Cross will be providing and 

serving dinner to Camp Unity residents on 

Tuesday, February 26.  

If youõd like to bring food and/or help serve, 

please sign up at church.  Please bring your food to 

Wooden Cross by 4:45 PM.  If you are volunteering to 

serve, please meet at Wooden Cross at 5:00 PM to 

carpool to Camp Unity.  Thank you to everyone who 

supports this effort.  Please keep Camp Unity in your 

prayers.    

C a m p  U n i t y  D i n n e r  

Bring a friend and join us for 

our strength and fitness 

classes on Monday mornings, 

9:00ñ10:00 AM.   

The core, strength enhancing, and cardio exercises 

are designed to help improve flexibility and strength.  

The cost is $7.00 per class.  Come, have fun and 

workout with us.  Strength and fitness classes are 

sponsored in part by the Christian Connection 

Committee. Contact: Bonnie Madsen at 

bonniema@mac.com. 

S t r e n g t h   

&  F i t n e s s   

http://www.communitylunch.org/
mailto:bonniema@mac.com


T a k e  A c t i o n  o n  a  C a u s e  Y o u  C a r e  A b o u t !  
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P a s t o r ô s  M e s s a g e 

Continued from page 1 

that the core convictions of the centrality of Jesus, his 

gospel, and the life we are called to through him will 

always be sufficient to know our unity, even when 

other core convictions may have us at odds with one 

another.  This understanding is one of the things that 

underlies all I do and hope to do in our time of serving 

togetheré though I do not know if I always adequately 

describe this in words that communicate how deeply I 

cling to this foundational truth.  

Jesus is our center even when all else in is flux. 

Jesus is our unity even when we are anything but 

uniform in our values, practices, or habits. In Jesus 

and at the foot of his cross we become one even 

though we are far from one another in a multiplicity of 

other ways.  

Jesus is our center and becomes for us òPeaceó 

even in the midst of deep divisions. Sometimes that 

peace leads us to reconciliation, and sometimes that 

peace is the kind of thing that allows us to join with 

Jesus alone on a cross trusting in God, but lacking 

other comforts or hopes.  

As we walk with Jesus may we all be shaped by 

his Word so that we may have the courage to stand 

when our consciences are bound to his Word, but may 

we always find our reconciliation in Christ himself who 

makes us one as brothers and sisters in His holy and 

precious name. 

May God bless you all and Peace 

rev Eric  

Is there an unmet need that 

you want to impact?  Why not 

bring a team together and take 

actionña one-time fundraiser, 

service activity or education 

eventñthat  can be completed 

within 90 days.  Thrivent Financial 

will help you get started, it's easy!  It's called a 

Thrivent Action Team and it's a benefit of membership 

in Thrivent Financial. 

What Resources Are Available?  When you apply 

to lead a team, Thrivent will send you a Thrivent 

Action Team Kit to help kick-start your project.  

Resources include:  Promotional banner; Invitations 

and thank you cards; Live Generously t-shirts; and 

seed money for project expenses: $250 Community 

Impact Card.  More tools to help get you started can 

be found on the Thrivent Financial website at  https://

www.thrivent.com/actionteam/resources.html   

What Are The Guidelines?  Thrivent Action Teams 

are all about activating our members to live out our 

mission on the ground in your own wayñaround the 

needs in your local community.  Here are some simple 

guidelines to consider when planning your projects: 

} Involve others.  It's about your 

fr iends, family and your 

community coming together to 

serve to have a greater impact. 

} Not a gift or grant.  Use the 

seed money to purchase project 

supplies and promotional materials to make your 

project a success! 

} Report.  Share your stories, photos and 

participant info with us after your event ð this 

must be completed before applying to lead your 

next Thrivent Action Team! 

} How Often Am I Eligible?  Each Thrivent member 

is eligible to lead two Thrivent Action Teams per 

calendar year.  Wooden Cross congregation 

members who are not members of Thrivent 

Financial, can become associate members by 

signing up on line and paying only $19.95.  That 

price is a very good exchange for up to $500.00 

of òseed money.ó 

Questions?  Please contact a representative from 

the Member Connection Center at 800-847-4836 and 

say "Fraternal" when prompted, or send an email to 

fraternal@thrivent.com. 

https://www.thrivent.com/actionteam/resources.html
https://www.thrivent.com/actionteam/resources.html
mailto:fraternal@thrivent.com
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E L C A  S p o t l i g h t :  

Y o u r  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  a t  W o r k  

The ELCA Cascadia Parish, including Wooden Cross, is 

answering the New Testament call to òWelcome the 

Stranger.ó  As we retell our treasured Christmas story, we 

remember the refugee story of Joseph, Mary and the child 

Jesus.  His parents sought to save Jesusõ life from the 

hand of Herrod by becoming refugees fleeing to Egypt.  In 

that tradition and story our Parish has been called 

together to find ways to support new refugees coming to 

the Pacific Northwest, many who have faced the 

unimaginable.    Our government uses a 12-step vetting 

process to assure that these are immigrants who will help 

strengthen the fabric of our society.  Lutheran Community 

Services Northwest, Immigrant and Refugee Services, 

Tacoma, is one of only nine agencies nationwide charged 

with supporting the re-settlement of people who come 

speaking 45 languages.   

Wooden Cross is again supporting community-building 

on behalf of new refugees, which we did previously in 

2016.  This year, however, we are also working jointly with 

Morning Star Lutheran and the Womenõs Association of 

the Ahmaddiya Muslim mosque, both in Monroe, to 

support new immigrants who need our help to move into 

their first living spaces here in the U.S.  Together our three 

organizations have begun a joint project to collect restart 

cleaning kits for Lutheran Community Services Northwest.  

W e l c o m e  t h e  S t r a n g e r ð  

R e f u g e e  R e s t a r t  C l e a n i n g  K i t  C o l l e c t i o n  

Other Cascadia Parish congregations have collected 

kitchen or personal care kits.  Our commitment is to help 

collect cleaning kits including, mops and buckets, brooms, 

and laundry detergent.   

Hebrews 13:1-2 reminds us, òKeep on loving one 

another as brothers and sisters.  Do not forget to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have 

shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.ó  We are 

called together in our Cascadia Parish to òWelcome the 

Stranger.ó  Christian Response team will soon be inviting 

your donations to purchase the cleaning kit items needed 

to help show hospitality to people who have sacrificed so 

much to live out the American Dream here among us.  Out 

of gratitude for all we have each been given, please 

respond generously to the needs of those who come with 

almost nothing. Sometimes extending Christian hospitality 

may be as simple as helping purchase a broom or a 

bucket to say, òWelcome, stranger.ó  Unknowingly, we may 

be placing that mop or bucket of hospitality in the hands 

of an angel. 

This is a joint Cascadia Parish Project with Morning 

Star Lutheran and the Womenõs Association of the 

Ahmiddiya Mosque, Monroe. 

Join us for our discussion about "Re-Membering 

Ourselves as Neighbors in Faith with Muslims" in the 

Pacific Northwest.  This is a continuation of the dialog 

begun in September with Pr. Terry Kyllo of Neighbors in 

Faith, an ELCA Northwest Washington Synod ministry.   

On February 10 at 11:15 AM we will view a short DVD 

produced by the ELCA which will focus on Women in Islam 

to help us better understand Islam as a faith.  A deeper 

understanding by Wooden Cross members is meant to 

help us as Christians better understand Islam and the 

Muslims with whom we learn, work and build strong 

communities so together we might promote a more 

peaceful world.   

I s l a m  &  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

F a i t h  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  You are invited to join advocates for Faith Action 

Network's (FAN) Interfaith Advocacy Day on Thursday, 

February 14, 9:00 AMñ3:30 PM at United Churches of 

Olympia.   

This is a day for members of the ELCA to join 400 or 

500 others who come together to speak on behalf of 

those who most need legislative changes that reflect 

compassion.  Annually, this is a day when Lutherans are 

first trained and then stand with others to speak to 

legislators from our own districts on behalf of people who 

need a voice for them in the halls of government. 

Register online at: http://fanwa.org/interfaith -

advocacy-day/  If youõd like to carpool, contact Rena 

Connell at connell.rena@gmail.com.  Carpool will depart 

Wooden Cross parking lot about 7:00 AM.   

mailto:connell.rena@gmail.com
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       
 
 
 
 

   1 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
 
 

 2 
9:00-10:20a 
Council & 
Committee 
Workshop 

3         Souper Bowl of Caring 

Scout Sunday 

  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Fellowship Time (Scouts) 

11:15 Garage Sale              
Kickoff Meeting 

 

  
  
  

4 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness 
 
 
7:00p AA 
7-9 p Scout PLC Mtg 
  
  

5      
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:30a  
Ecumenical 
Womenôs Group 
 
7:00p  
Handbell Choir 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
7:00p  
Christian Response 

6 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
 
 
  

7      
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori  
  
 
 
 
 
5:00p Uke Group 
6:30p Quilterôs  
7:30p Choir 
 

8    
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

9     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p  
Western Dance  
Party & Dinner! 
 

10 
  9:00  Finance Team 
  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   

Ensemble Band & Handbells 

11:00 Fellowship Time   
(Worship Comm.) 

11:15 Discover Islam  
DVD & Discussion 

 
  

11 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness 
 
 
 
 
7:00p AA 
  

12 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
 
3:00p  
Handbell Choir 
 
 
 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  

13 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
  
  
 
 
7:00P  
CHURCH COUNCIL 

14 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
9:00-3:30  
FAN Advocacy Day 
1:00p  
Womenôs Discussion 
at Schuldt home 
5:00p Uke Group 
6:30p Quilterôs  
7:30p Choir 

15 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
  
  
 
  

17                                         
  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Fellowship Time  

(Christian Connection) 
11:45 Worship Committee 

 
MAR NEWS Article Due! 

18 
Presidentôs Day 
Holiday 
Office Closed. 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness 
7:00p AA 

19 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
3:00p Handbell 
Choir 
  
 
 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 

20 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a Adult Bible 

Study 
 
 
  
 

21 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
 
 
5:00p Uke Group 
6:30p Quilterôs  
6:30p Cub Scouts 
7:30p Choir 

22 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
 
  
 
 
 
  

23 
  
 
  
   
 
 
  

24                                        
  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
11:00 Fellowship Time       

(Host: ___________) 

7:00p  Interfaith Choir 
Festival Concert           
at Blessed Teresa 
  

25 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
9:00a  
Strength & Fitness 
  
 
 
7:00p AA 

 26 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori  
 
3:00p  
Handbell Choir 
 
5:30p Camp Unity 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 

27 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
  
 
 
  

28 
8-3:30   
Acorn Montessori   
  
 
5:00p Uke Group 
6:30p Quilterôs  
 
7:30p Choir 

   
  

  
  
   

 
 
 
 

 

  

 


